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RAD.O BROATCAST
August 16, 1957

USER “ATID AIDING DIAMONT SAUGGLERS

Paris, AFP, Radioteletype in French to Latin America, Aug. 1&, 1957,
1314 GMT--E

CPYRGHT

(Text) Johannesturg--Captain J. du Plessis, vho recently retired from
the South African police force, says in an interview rubliched by the
Johannesburg SUNDAY EXPFESS today that the Soviet Union is behind a big
smuggling organization.

This organization secretly managed to get out of South Africa and the
Belgian Conpo L00,000 carats of industrial diamonds worth more than 1
million pounds sterling. According to Captain du Plesgeis, who is con-
sidered an expert on diamond smusgling, 211 the efforts made bty the
South African authorities to destroy this organization have been un-
successful. The Soviets, he added, refuse to supply them:elves legzlly
in diamonds through the Diamond Corporation of London, and they are
willing to pay their South African agents three times the officisal
market price. A Middle Eastern country plzys the role of "treasurer"®
for the organization, which has one of its chief centers at Lourence
Margques, Mozambique,
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